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Ecology

‘What does the word ecology mean? The term was nvented
by Emst Hacdkel (HEHK uhi) 2 German biologist He joined
w0 Greek words: ks, meaning "house and logic, meaning
“the study of*Together they mean "the study ofthe house.™
17 The house" Haeckel had n mind i our planet, Earth Earth
<! ishome foral iving things—humans, animals.plants. fungi.
‘and even tiny microbes
o study 2 house i tolearm howits esidents use t.An
‘ecologist = 2 scentist who studiesthe relationships between
U O ————
‘organisns surroundings. it may indiude water, gases rocks,
‘and temperature.
Ecologists akso study the delcate balance of using the
R ——————
‘A ecologistonce asked 2 boy what he thought it meant to
[ ——
The boy said,"You go into the forest and look for
somebody whowants to cut down a tree. You take away his
‘2x Youtall him about how important rees are. You sy they
‘are good for natural beauty, aving soi,putting axygen into
the i, and giving shelter o birds and other animals.”

Trees give us resources and natural besuty:
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‘easy o find 2 woodeutter to talk to.Also, remember that
Sometimes it necessary to cut down a tre. I we cut down

€00 many rees, the forest willdisappearIf we don't cut down

‘any trees, we wo't get amy resourcesfrom the forest Webave | |
tofind the right balance.~

 get " the boy said. "We necd the forests resources for
‘wood and paper or we might not have desics o notebeoks for
schol* t
“Exactly—and school is 2 good place tolearm about !
‘ccology. added the ecologist"Then you will know how o

Pt C e ——
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The sea i another ecosystem tobbe both used and protected.
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Fihis animpertant food resource. The s povides
ity millon ton of fish each yer However,overfishing—
Harvesting 100 many fish—has put some peciesn

| danger Ecology camshow people how o fish responsibly.

Learning abat ocean animal and thei elaionships to

can use the correct nets to keep from trapping young fish and
other sea animals.

“The sea brings us other kinds ofiches 2= well It offers sat.
iron, and copper. Fosil fuels, such as petroleum and natural 3
gas, can be found beneath the sea.

“The sea s used to transport people and goods. Thanks to the
powerof tides, the seais lso:a promising source of new eneray.
‘We should use these resources while protecting the sea.
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([ The Protective Ozone Layer ||

Arother important partof Earth's biosphereis the
‘atmosphere. Thisisthe blanket ofsir covering Earth. Partof
theatmospheres the azonelayer It protects us from

i thesunzlightand heattolive nd grow.
T e sumatso produces powerfol EXIEI, indluding X rays.
ultraviolet rays, and microwaves. I the ozone layer were to
disappear Esrth would receive too many ofthese harmful
Fays. This would hortall ving things.

People have baned the use o chemical that can wesken.
the ozonelayer. By thinking ecologicaly, we can safely use:
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How Can You Protect
Biosphere Earth?
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Read and
Comprehend

TARGET SKILL

SOUTIE wsin dess and Details A you resd “Exslogy for
e, look for the main ideas, o the most important
paints the suthar makes. ook for upporting details
<hat give facts or examples of the main ideas. Note
o the dtais the author choses to ncluds support
the main reason o writing. Use a araphic organizer
like thiz on 1o help you.

TARGET STRATEGY

MonitoriClarify As you read “Ecology for Kids.”
monitor or b2y stention 10, your understanding of
the text I something doss ot make sense, 5top 1o
dariy it or make tcear

J T —
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Lfe sciance is thestudy of allIving things.
Did you know thatling things can affect
environment? This s a topc that ecologsts sudy
Eeologiet ars scantis who sty Ining things and
heir emironment

The Earth seems 5o large that you may not think
Jour sctions can sffac 1 In fact. sveryans s scten:
do sffect the emvranment.n “Ecalagy o Kick.
you'l learn about the many ways humans affect the
environment. vaull ko lesrn whst we can do t2
protect the Earth

What do you know sbout
protecting the environment?

Listsome simple viays
people can help protect the
environment. Shars your
ideas vith your classmates
Lsten carefully and ask
cuestions Whatdid you
e from sthers?
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